


24 July 1820. 




(Ireland.) 
(STILL POLICE.) 



A 



B I L L 

[AS AMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE] 

For the more effectual Suppression of unlicensed Stills ; and 
for rewarding Officers and other Persons making Seizures 
thereof, or concerned in the execution of the Laws relating 
to the Illicit Distillation of Spirits in Ireland. 



Note . — The Figures in the Margin denote the Number of the Folios 
in the written Copy. 



f in Cfc 3 £> under and by virtue of several Acts in force in 
Ireland, it is lawful for any person to seize any Still, Still Head 
or Worm of a Still, and any Spirits, Low Wines, Singlings, Wash, Potale, 
Malt or Com, and the materials for making Spirits, found in the custody 
of any person whatever not entitled by law to have the same in their 
possession, and divers provisions are also made for the prevention or 
suppression of Illicit Distillation in Ireland, and it is expedient that 
further encouragement should be given to all persons who shall be so 
employed in the execution of such Acts ; 



HBt ft therefore tfcnacteh by The KING’S Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Autho- 
rity of the same, THAT from and after the fifth day of January one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, the several rewards or sums of Persons 
money specified and contained in the Schedule to this Act annexed, shall 8ha 

be'paid and payable in manner prescribed by this Act, to any officer of be P ai<1 tlie 
r . . . 7 , , i i i, , J . Rewards 

Customs or Excise or other person in Ireland, who shall make any seizure, specified in 

or do any other acts whereby such officer or person shall become entitled Schedule - 
to such reward under the provisions of this Act and the said Schedule ; 
which said Schedule, and all and every the matters therein specified and 
contained shall be deemed and taken as part of this Act, to all intents 
and purposes whatever. 
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AND whereas, in and by an Act made in the fifty-ninth year of his 
late Majesty King George the Third, intituled “An Act to amend the 
“ Laws for making repairing and improving the Roads and other Public 
“ Works in Ireland, by Grand Jury Presentments, and for a more 
297. A effectual 
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“ effectual investigation of such Presentment, and for further securing a 
“ true full and faithful account of all monies levied under the same,” cer- 
tain Magistrates therein mentioned are authorized and required to assemble 
and to hold special sessions for the purposes and at the times and in the 
places in the said recited Act mentioned, and it is expedient, that the 
Magistrates so assembled at such special sessions, should be authorized 
and empowered to receive all claims which shall be made by any officer 
or other person, for rewards under this Act, and to examine into and 
investigate the same, and also to ascertain the amount of the rewards to 4 
be paid to such officer or other person, according to the provisions and 
directions of this Act; BE it therefore Enacted, that every officer 
or other person, who shall intend to claim any reward under this Act, shall 
make out and sign a true and particular account or claim in writing (in such 
form as the Commissioners of Inland Excise and Taxes in Ireland, or any 
three of them, shall from time to time direct and appoint,) specifying and 
setting forth the several services matters and things in respect whereof such 
officer or person shall claim any such reward, and such officer or person 
shall, at the foot of such account or claim, make oath of the truth thereof 
before any Justice of the Peace of the barony in which such services 
matters and things shall be done or performed, (which oath such Justice is 
hereby empowered to administer ;) and every such account or claim shall 5 
be lodged, by the parties by whom or on whose behalf such claim shall be 
made, with the secretary of the Grand Jury for the county, county of 
a city, county of a town, or city and county in which such claims shall be 
made, ten days at the least before the holding of each special sessions, 
preparatory to the spring and summer assizes in every year; and such 
secretary shall arrange and number the same to the best of his skill and 
judgment according to the baronies or half baronies, districts or divi- 
sions of places in Ireland , in which the several services matters and things 
in respect whereof such rewards shall be claimed, shall have beeu done 
and performed, and shall make an abstract thereof, and an index thereto, 
referring to the number which he shall mark on each claim; and such 6 
secretaries of such Grand Juries shall at every sessions of Magistrates, to 
be held under the said recited Act, lay before the Magistrates all such 
accounts and claims for rewards as shall be lodged with him as aforesaid, 
together with the abstract thereof and index thereto. 

And be it further Enacted, That a notice in writing, of every appli- 
cation to be submitted to Magistrates at special sessions, for any reward 
under this Act, shall be posted by or on behalf of the person or persons 
submitting such application, at the place appointed for posting notices 
under the said recited Act, within each parish wherein the services mat- 
ters and things in respect whereof such rewards shall be claimed shall 
have been done and performed, six days at least previous to the day 
appointed for holding such special sessions; and if any person shall, 7 
after the posting of such notice, and before the day appointed for the 
holding of such sessions, wilfully tear deface or obliterate any such notice, 
every such person shall, for every such offence, forfeit the sum of Five 
pounds, to be sued for and recovered by any person who shall sue for the 
same by civil bill in any court of competent jurisdiction. 

And 
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And be it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the magistrates so The chim& 
assembled in special sessions, and they are hereby authorized empowered mined* by o* 
and required to examine into the posting of the notices of such claims ^S'strates 
for rewards, and the lodging of such claims with the secretary of the Sessions. 
Grand Jury, as directed by this Act, and also to examine every officer 
or person making such claim, and also every other person whom such 
Magistrates shall think it proper or requisite to examine ; and all officers 
8 and persons previous to their being examined, shall be sworn in open 
court, to make true answers to all such questions as shall be asked of 
them touching any such claim, or the lodging the same with the secretary 
to the Grand Jury, and also as to all such matters in relation to any such 
claim as such Magistrate shall deem it proper to examine into ; and it 
shall be lawful for any person paying county cess within the barony, 
half barony, district, division or place, in which the services matters 
and things set forth in such claim shall be alleged to have been done 
and performed, to examine, with leave of the court, such persons as 
shall be produced on the investigation of such claim ; and the Magistrates 
so assembled shall, after such examination, proceed to consider and 
determine every such claim, and the chairman shall write the word 
g “ approved,” opposite each item in such claim, which shall be approved 
of by the majority of the Magistrates at such sessions, and thereupon 
the Magistrates shall direct prescribe and appoint the amount of the 
reward or rewards to be paid to the officer or other person making such 
claim, in respect of the items in such claim which shall be so approved 
of, such amount not being less in any case than the amount specified in 
the Schedule to this Act annexed, according to the circumstances in the 
said Schedule mentioned and set forth ; and the chairman shall write 
the word “ disapproved,” together with the cause of their disappro- 
bation, opposite each item in such claim which shall be disapproved of 
by the majority of the Magistrates at such sessions ; and such chairman 
shall sign his name at the foot of all such claims so approved or dis- 

10 approved, and shall deliver the same, whether they shall have been ap- 
proved or disapproved, with all other papers relating thereto, to the 
secretary to the Grand Jury, to be by him laid before the Grand Jury at 
the respective assizes, or presenting terms, next ensuing the decision of 
the Magistrates at such special sessions. 

And be it further Enacted, That in case any officer or person who shall j n case of 
have made any claim under this Act shall die before the special sessions 
at which it may have been intended that the same should be taken into sons making 
consideration, or shall be prevented by sickness or unavoidable necessity fo^RTward 
from appearing at such sessions, it shall and may be lawful for the Ma- other Persons 
. T111 • i • may be 

gistrates assembled there to examine upon oath, in open court, any other examined. 

person or persons who shall appear before them for the purpose, relative 
to the matters contained in such claim, satisfactory proof being first given 

1 1 that the officer or person w-ho had made such claim is dead, or that he 
has been prevented by sickness or unavoidable necessity from appearing 
before such Magistrates ; any thing in this Act contained to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

397. And 
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And be it further Enacted, That the secretary to the Grand Jury ^hall 
without delay make and prepare Schedules of the contents of all claims 
delivered to him by the chairman of the Magistrates at such sessions, 
and shall number the claims in each Schedule in arithmetical progression, 
beginning with number one, and specify the total amount of the sums 
awarded by the Magistrates on each claim ; and the said secretary shall, 
on the day when the Grand Jury shall be sworn, at such assizes or 
presenting term, deliver one copy of the said Schedules, together with 
the several claims and other papers relating thereto, to the foreman of 
the Grand Jury, and shall also deliver another copy of the said Schedules 12 
to the Judge or Court, at such assizes or presenting term ; and the said 
secretary shall keep another copy of the said Schedules in his office for 
public inspection, during Four days at least before the commission day 
of such assizes, or first day of such presenting term. 

And be it further Enacted, That the Grand Jury at such assizes or 
presenting term, shall cause all presentments, which they shall make 
upon the several claims so laid before them, to be numbered agreeably 
to the number in the said Schedules thereof ; and it shall be lawful for 
such Grand J ury to make a presentment or presentments on the claims 
so laid before them, for such sum or sums as the Magistrates at suhh 
session shall have ordered and directed to be paid pursuant to the pro- 
visions of this Act, or to make a presentment or presentments for any 
greater sum than shall have been so directed and appointed by such Ma- 13 
gistrates; and it shall also be lawful for such Grand Jury to make a 
presentment to any amount, not less than the sum specified in the Sche- 
dule to this Act, on any claim so laid before them, although such claim 
may have been disapproved of by the Magistrates at such sessions, or to 
refuse to make a presentment on any claim so laid before them, although 
such claim may have been approved of by the Magistrates ; and all sums 
so presented shall be levied by the collectors of the Grand Jury cess, in 
like manner and with the like powers authorities and remedies, in case of 
non-payment thereof, as are provided by law with respect to any money 
to be levied under any presentment of a Grand Jury: Provided 
always, That if the Grand Jury shall refuse to make any presentment 
conformable to any decision of the Magistrates, the foreman of such 
Grand Jury shall state in writing the cause of their refusing to make such 14 
presentment, and shall thereupon lay before the Judge or Court at such 
assizes or presenting term, each and every claim and all papers relating 
thereto, in respect of which such Grand Jury shall so refuse to make such 
presentment; and it shall be lawful for such Judge or Court, either to 
confirm the decision of such Magistrates or the decision of the Grand 
Jury, whichever to such Judge or Court shall, under all the circumstances 
of the case, seem fitting and expedient; and such Grand Jury shall and 
they are hereby required to make such presentment as such Judge or 
Court shall order and direct in that behalf, and the sum so presented 
shall be levied accordingly ; and in case such Grand Jury shall refuse so 
to do, it shall be lawful for the Judge or Court to direct the amount of 
such claim to be levied as if the same had been passed, and to be in- 
cluded in the warrant of the Treasurer for levying of the Grand Jury cess. 1 r 

And 
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And be it further Enacted, 'That every such sum as shall be levied under 
the provisions of this Act shall be paid by the Treasurer of the county, 
county of a town or city, to the Collector of Excise fertile district in which 
such special sessions shall have been held, and shall be applied by such 
Collector in rewarding the officer or person who shall have made such 
Claim, and his assistants, in such manner, and according to such propor- 
tions as the Commissioners of Inland Excise and Taxes, or any three of 
them, shall direct and appoint. 

And be it further Enacted, That all claims for rewards under this Act 
shall, by the clerk of the Crown, be laid before the court on the first day 
of every assizes or presenting term, and all such claims, and all issues 
1 6 concerning the same, and all presentments thereon, shall be proceeded 
upon, and shall be determined by the court, and made at some time 
during the continuance of such assizes or presenting term. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for any 
Grand Jury, at any assizes or presenting term, to present to be raised off 
the county at large, any sum or sums of money not exceeding Five Guineas 
for each place wherein special sessions shall have been holden for the pur- 
poses of this Act, as an allowance or remuneration to the secretary of 
the Grand Jury for his performing and executing the duties required by 
this Act to be performed by him. 
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And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the Sums P r.- 
Grand Jury at such assizes or presenting term as aforesaid, at the time of 
making any such presentment as aforesaid, to order and direct that such ,ud ' phce " 
, 7 sum or soms as shall be so presented, shall be levied off any place within }££tau 
the county, county of a city, or county of a town, off which it shall appear 
expedient to such Grand Jury that such sum or sums should be levied ; 
and such sum or sums shall be levied off such place accordingly: Pro- 
vided always, That if no such direction shall be given by such Grand 
Jury to levy such sum off any particular place, or if no sufficient distress 
shall be found within such place as shall be so directed and appointed by 
such Grand J ury whereby such sum or sums can or may be levied, then 
and in each and every such case such sum or sums shall be levied off the 
county at large, or county of a city, or county of a town, in like manner 
as any other county cess might or could be levied. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any Court or No 
,8 Judge at any assizes, or presenting term, to order the discharge of any 

affidavit, or to fiat or otherwise authorize the payment or application of P llr Pows in 
any sum of money, upon or in pursuance of any such affidavit for the 2 <£££ 
making or repairing any road, or for the making or repairing of any bridge 
(other than and except only a mail coach road and any bridge or bridges all sumsund<r 
thereon,) or for the building or repairing of any sessions house or other 
public building, or. for the performing or carrying on any public buildinu 
or other public work whatsoever, (other than and except only gaols and 
hospitals or infirmaries,) in any barony or half barony, or in any city or 
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town in which any place shall he situate, on which any sum or sums shall 
have been presented to be levied under this Act at any previous assizes or 19 
presenting term, unless and until it shall be made appear to the satisfec* 
tion of such Court or Judge, that all and every such sum or sums have been 
Whenever the duly and fully levied : Provided always, That whenever it shall be made 

any Parish appeal to such Court or Judge, that the whole of the sums which shall have 

bee ? ,evied on an y P ar8b * tovi’nlahd, place, district or division, by virtue 
equal the or in pursuance of any presentment of any Grand Jury, for any roads 

for Reward, bridges or other public works whatever, within such parish, townland, 

.applied b P lace ’ district or division, shall be equal to or greater than the suras which 

Payment of ought by law to have been levied on or off such parish, townland, place, 

district or division, on account of any sum or sums presented under this 
Act, as shall not have been duly and fully levied therein, it shall be lawful 
for such Court or Judge to order and direct, that the amount of all sums so 
levied on such parish, townland, place, district or division, or so much - 20 
thereof as shall be requsite shall be applied in payment and satisfaction of 
all or any such sum or sums, and that the same shall be paid and applied 
accordingly ; and the same shall be paid and applied accordingly by the 
Treasurer of the county city or town within which parish, townland, plaee, 
district or division shall be situate, and the remainder (if any) of the sums 
levied under or in pursuance of such presentment, shall be applicable -to 
the purposes of such presentments, and then and in such case, but not 
otherwise, it shall be lawful for such Court or Judge to discharge such 
accounting affidavits as aforesaid, and to fiat or authorize the payment or 
application of the several sums of money upon or in pursuance of such 
affidavits, as such Court or Judge might have done if this Act had not 
been made. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Commis- 21 
sioners of Inland Excise and Taxes in Ireland, or any three of them, if 
they shall thiuk fit, to order the Collector of Excise of the district wherein 
any sum or reward as aforesaid shall be presented and directed to be 
levied under this Act, to advance and pay out of any public money 
in his hands, the share of any such sum or reward, to which any officer 
of Customs or Excise shall be entitled to under the provisions of this Act, 
and every such sum shall be so ordered under and subject to such rules 
and regulations as the said Commissioners shall from time to time direct 
and appoint ; and every such payment so made by any such Collector, 
shall be allowed to him in his account, and that every Treasurer of a 
county, county of a city or town, wherein any Collector shall have ad- 
vanced and paid any such money as aforesaid, shall, on demand made by 
or on behalf of such Collector, or his successors, repay to him for the use of 
His Majesty, his heirs and successors, the full amount of the money so 
advanced, out of the first mouies he shall receive from the person to 
whom he shall have issued his warrant for levying such sum, and the 
receipt of such Collector shall be a sufficient acquittal to such Treasurer • 
and every such paymentshall be allowed to such Treasurer in his accounts 
accordingly. 

And 
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Arid be it further Enacted, ThaUfany person oq any : ; ^anaioaU9a,9p...^»gfa 1, e 
oath under this Act, : who shall take any, .oath by; this Act reqairec| to be :p er jury. 
taken, shall w ilfully or knowingly; swear falsely therein, every such person 
being tluly.convi.eted thereof, shall suiter the pains and penalties to which 
persons guilty of. wilful and corrupt perjury are or ghall. be subject by any 
law ih force in Ireland ; and if any person shaU corruptly procure or 

23 suborn any other person or persons to swear falsely in any such oath, 
every such person-being duly convktsd oi^ such procuring or suborning, 
shall for every such offence incur and suffer suph penalties, forfeituies, 
pains and disabilities, as persons convicted ot subornation of perjury are 
respectively liable unto by any law in force in Ireland; and that in all 
cases where an oath is required or authorized to be tafyqn jmd administered 
by this Act, the affirmation of the party (if such affirmation be received in 
a court of law in lieu of an oath) shall be of equal validity and effect, and 
equally subject such party to the provisions of this Act, as if he had taken 
oiks worn an affidavit under the provisions of this Act. 

huilqqc 1") L .... • • . ■ . * : /? 1 " 

And be it further Enacted, That in all cases where it shall appear to Presentment* 

24 thisG rand! Jury that aay person or persons shall have sworn or affirmed f or pnweent- 
falsely in any oath or affirmation to be taken under this Act, or that any 

person or persons shall have corruptly procured or suborned any other Oaths, 
person or persons to swear or affirm falsely, in any oath or affirmation to 
be taken under this Act, it shall and may be lawful for the Grand Jury 
to make such presentment for defraying the expenses of the prosecution 
of such delinquent or delinquents, as to them may seem fitting and 
expedient. 

And be it' further Enacted, That no barrister or attorney, or any person No -Burner 
practising the law, shall be allowed to plead, either viva voce or by to plead 
writing before the magistrates at any such session, on the investigation of 
0 „ any claim for reward under this Act, for or on behalf of the officer or 
3 other person making such claim, or for or on behalf of the person or 
persons so> paying Grand Jury cess as aforesaid, and who shall oppose 
such claim. 

eitlilo -> ■■ 1*1 b • t.ofeu'J 

89fin d0V> “ • * 1 iuobir, ; ;;v,-v . ; ti 'jut rp/j bn, 

.TOiaallo’J doe vm beta o<: .inain/«q done fiovo boa ; tnioqqe bur 



k! lls.il? 
X'f lissTJidrm 



297. 



B 2 



And 



printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



SCHEDULE to which this ACT refers. 
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. SCHEDULE of the Rewards to be paid to the Officer or Officers, and other 
erson or Persons employed in the Suppression of Illicit Distillation in Ireland, 
according to the particular circumstances of each case, that is to say 



SERVICE PERFORMED. 



I British Currency. 



O. 10. 
0 . 12 . 



o. to. 6. 
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For the seizure of any unlicensed still ... 

For the seizure of any still head . 

For the seizure of any worm - 

For the seizure of every cask or vessel exceeding forty gallons content’ 
containing or which bad contained potale, singlings or feints, provided 
such cask or vessel shall be burned or otherwise effectually destroyed 
or lodged m the King’s stores . . . J 

For the seizure of every cask or vessel not less than five gallons content 
and not exceeding forty gallons content . 

Provided that no claimant for the foregoing rewards for casks 
or vessels shall be entitled to more than the sum of Two 
Pounds Two Shillings for any number of such casks or vessels 
seized in any one distillery or premises thereto belonging, unless 
the Magistrates or Grand Jury shall, under the circumstances of 
the case, deem it expedient to grant a greater reward. 

For every barrel of malt or of corn, in process of making into malt, which 
shall be seized and lodged in the King's store . 

For every barrel of malt or of corn, in process as aforesaid, which shall 
Dave been effectually destroyed - 

For every mile which it shall appear that the claimant shall’ bave’neces- 
sanly travelled in performing the services stated in his claim - 

Fer every person who shall be arrested for any offence declared to be a 
misdemeanor by any Act or Acts relating to Distillation or making of 

Tested dainW “ t ShaU te b0U " d pr ° SeCU,e the P erso " “ 



Note. It shall be lawful for the Magistrates or Grand Jury to grant such fur- 
, re ' vart ! for an J’ ot ,be servI =“ aforesaid, as to them shill seem expedient 9 

under the circumstances of the case. expedient 



0. 14. 



0. 28 

6 . 
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